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Housetraining

The first hurdle that you and your puppy will face together is house training. 
Puppies can be trained to a specific area and surface by the time they are 12 -14 weeks old. Whether that happens or not is totally up to you!

The fact that dogs naturally want to go the bathroom in the same place and on the same surface type can work in your favor.  The less mistakes your puppy makes during house training, the greater the odds are for success. Housetraining your puppy will be quicker and easier when you follow some basic but important steps:
· Set up a schedule – During your dog's waking hours, take your puppy outdoors on a schedule. How often your puppy needs to go out depends on age, individual needs and time of day. 
· Key times to take a puppy out -Assume that your puppy may need to eliminate after eating, water consumption, naps, more often during strenuous play, or whenever there is a change of activity. 
· Confinement is key- Begin by acclimating your puppy to the crate. You may then use this as a tool for confining your puppy at night, when you are gone for short periods, and when you are home and unable to supervise your puppy. 

As a general rule, the length of time a puppy can be left confined in his or her create without going outside is roughly equal to his age in months: 
                     2 months old = 2 hours of confinement without a potty break 

                     3 months old = 3 hours of confinement without a potty break 

                     4 months old = 4 hours of confinement without a potty break      

· Long term confinement setup -If your puppy must be unattended for longer than the general rules stated above, your dog shouldn't be crated. 

You do not want to set your puppy up to fail by keeping him or her confined in the crate for too long a time without getting the opportunity to eliminate. Instead, consider the use of an exercise pen or a baby gate to confine your puppy to a slightly larger area.

Puppies that are confined for long periods, with no choice but to eliminate, can start to have accidents in their crates. This instinctive behavior to avoid eliminating in places where they sleep starts to deteriorate. It is important that you are sensitive to your puppy’s needs and get your puppy out on schedule.
· Supervision is such an important part to house training. The best time for a puppy to be out of the crate or pen is AFTER eliminating. This free time will still need to be supervised.  A short, inexpensive leash (4ft or so) attached to the puppy's collar (ALWAYS SUPERVISED, of course) works well and enables you to catch your puppy quickly and get him or her to the appropriate elimination area, without grabbing for him or her (which, ultimately, can create a fearful dog). 

Keep an eye on your puppy when your puppy is out of  the confinement area.  Watch for signs that he or she may have to eliminate. Your puppy may give certain indications each time he or she needs to eliminate such as: abrupt stop of play; circling, sniffing, running out of the room; a "look" on his face. You will eventually become familiar with these "warning signs".
· Help you puppy develop a signal - If you want your puppy to eventually signal to you when there is a need to go out, you should always take your puppy out and back in through the same exit door. However, it is important to be aware that not all dogs learn automatically to signal the need to eliminate, in a way that their owners understand (such as by barking or scratching at a door).
· Put it on Cue – Puppies can learn to eliminate on cue. Start now.  Every time your puppy eliminates outside where you want him or her to, say your cue quietly, "Get Busy", “Go Potty”, “Do you Business”, Go Now”. As soon as you puppy finishes, praise and treat. If you say it every time your puppy goes, he or she will eventually associate going to the bathroom with the cue. Be sure to say your cue every time and everyday that your puppy goes to the bathroom. Always praise your puppy every time he or she goes, if it is in the right place.
· Designate a potty area -You should take your puppy to the same place to eliminate every time. Not only will your puppy make a visual association with that location and the reason why they are being taken there, but in time there will also be an olfactory cue (odor) as well. Dogs generally like to eliminate where they have done so before. Unless your puppy has already shown a preference for eliminating in a certain spot, choose a potty area to your liking.
· Praise and reward - As your puppy finishes eliminating (but not before your pup has finished), immediately praise verbally and give an extra special food treat. In order for your puppy to understand that the treat is for the elimination behavior, it must be delivered immediately following that behavior. It may also be helpful to withhold a play session or walk until after your puppy has eliminated, so that he or she learns that eliminating must always occur before other fun activities begin.
· Use a leash - Always take your puppy out to eliminate on a leash during the housetraining process. This will help you control where your puppy eliminates, keep your puppy on task and to be able to deliver a reward in a timely manner.
